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(54) Common therapy/data port for a portable defibrillator 



(57) A portable defibrillator ( 1 0) with a common ther- 
apy/data port (1 2). A set of electrodes (34) is connected 
to the therapy/data port to connect the defibrillator to a 
patient If connected to a patient, the defibrillator oper- 
ates in a normal mode of operation where it analyzes a 
patient's electrocardiogram (ECG), and, if required, ap- 
plies defibril lation therapy through the port to the patient. 
A communication cable (42) is connected to the therapy/ 
data port to connect the defibrillator to an auxiliary com- 
ponent (44). If connected to an auxiliary component, the 
defibrillator operates in a data communication mode of 
operation where data may be transmitted to and re- 
ceived from the auxiliary component through the thera- 
py/data port. A test cable is connected to the therapy/ 
data port to connect the defibrillator to a test load. If con- 
nected to a test load, the defibrillator operates in a user 
test mode of operation to allow a user to test the oper- 
ation of the defibrillator. Preferably, the portable defibril- 
lator automatically determines whether it is connected 
to a patient, an auxiliary component, or a test load. 
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Description 

Field of the Invention 

This invention generally relates to portable elec- 5 
tronic physiological instruments, and more specifically 
to data and therapy ports for a portable defibrillator. 

Background of the Invention 

It is well known that the probability of surviving a 
heart attack depends on the speed with which appropri- 
ate medical care is provided. One of the most common 
and life-threatening consequences of a heart attack is 
the development of a cardiac arrhythmia such as a ven- 
tricular fibrillation in which the heart is unable to pump 
a sufficient volume of blood. When such an arrhythmia 
occurs, serious brain damage and death will invariably 
result unless a normal heart rhythm can be restored 
within a few minutes. 

The most effective treatment for ventricular fibrilla- 
tion is the application of a strong electric shock to the 
victim. The electric shock frequently terminates the cha- 
otic activity characteristic of arrhythmias, and restores 
the normal pumping action of the heart. Defibrillators for 
producing and delivering such shocks have been known 
and successfully used for many years. However, the 
size and cost of prior defibrillators, coupled with the risk 
they pose if used improperly, have restricted the use of 
defibrillators to emergency medical technicians (EMTs) 
and other trained emergency personnel. 

Recently, it has been recognized that a greater 
number of heart attack victims could be saved if those 
persons who are typically first to arrive at a medical 
emergency, including fire fighters, the police, and even 
the public (hereinafter collectively referred to as "first re- 
sponded"), were provided with portable defibrillators. 
Because of the reduced level of expertise of the first re- 
sponds r group, a portable defibrillator provided to the 
first responds rs should be as simple as possible. Re- 
ducing the complexity of the portable defibrillator en- 
sures that even in stressful emergency situations, the 
first respond er could successfully connect the defibrilla- 
tor to the patient and apply a defibrillation pulse. A first 
responder defibrillator should therefore be designed to 
be as user friendly as possible. 

An important feature that exists in many portable as 
well as non-portable defibrillators is the ability to record 
data surrounding a defibrillation event for later analysis. 
The data may include electrocardiogram (ECQ) data 
from the patient, event data corresponding to functions 
implemented by a defibrillator user, and voice or other 
data recorded at the site of the emergency. The pre- 
ferred method of accessing the stored data is to later 
download it through a dedicated data port located on the 
defibrillator. To download the data, a communication ca- 
ble is connected between the dedicated data port on the 
defibrillator and a communication port on a computer. 



Data surrounding the defibrillation event is then down- 
loaded to the computer where it may be stored for later 
analysis. 

Unfortunately, the inclusion of a dedicated data port 
on a portable defibrillator poses a variety of problems, 
especially in a defibrillator used by a first responder. 
Most defibrillators have a therapy port through which de- 
fibrillation signals are applied to a patient. A set of elec- 
trodes is plugged into the therapy port, and a defibrilla- 
tion pulse is applied to the patient through the elec- 
trodes. Although skilled users of portable defibrillators 
receive extensive training as to the proper identity of the 
ports on the defibrillator, first responders may not have 
received such extensive training, or may have a tenden- 
cy to forget such training during the confusion surround- 
ing an emergency. When confronted with two ports on 
the defibrillator, an unskilled user may therefore easily 
confuse the ports and attempt to plug the set of elec- 
trodes into the data port. Alternatively, the user may at- 
tempt to plug the communication cable into the therapy 
port. A first responder defibrillator should therefore not 
have two ports since a user could easily confuse the port 
used to apply a defibrillation pulse to a patient with the 
port used to transmit data to a computer. 

Moreover, defibrillators generate extremely high 
voltages when applying a defibrillation pulse to a patient. 
A dedicated data port inherently increases the amount 
of exposed metal on the exterior of the unit, thereby in- 
creasing the chance that a short within the defibrillator 
could reach an operator in contact with the data port. 
Defibrillators with separate therapy and data ports 
therefore require special shielding or additional circuitry 
to minimize the potential of inadvertent shocks. 

Finally, portable defibrillators are used in a variety 
of outdoor conditions in which they are subject to water, 
dirt, dust, and other contaminants. Portable defibrillators 
should therefore be water-tight to protect internal cir- 
cuits from damage or internal shorts. A defibrillator with 
multiple ports is more costly to construct due to the seals 
required to maintain the water-tight integrity of more 
than one port. 

The present invention is directed to overcoming the 
foregoing and other disadvantages. More specifically, 
the present invention is directed to reducing the number 
of ports in a portable defibrillator, thereby increasing the 
level of water-tight integrity, decreasing the likelihood of 
the operator being shocked by the device, and reducing 
the likelihood of first responder confusion during emer- 
gency situations. 

Summary of the Invention 

In accordance with this invention, a portable defi- 
brillator with a common therapy/data port is provided. 
The portable defibrillator analyzes a patient's electro- 
cardiogram (ECG) and applies a selected therapy 
based on the ECG and user input. The defibrillator in- 
cludes means to detect a patient's ECG, store episode 
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data corresponding to the ECG f and analyze the ECG 
to determine a type of therapy to apply to the patient. A 
therapy generator is provided in the defibrillator to gen- 
erate a defibrillation signal that may be applied to the 
patient in accordance with the analyzed ECG. A com- 
munication interface is also provided in the defibrillator 
to transmit the stored episode data to an externally con- 
nected auxiliary component. The common therapy/data 
port is connected to the communication interface and to 
the therapy generator The port allows application of 
therapy signals to the patient, transmission of stored ep- 
isode data to the auxiliary component connected to the 
port, and testing of the defibrillator. 

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, the 
defibrillator detects whether a patient, a test load, or an 
auxiliary component is connected to the defibrillator. 
The presence of a patient or a test load is initially deter- 
mined by measuring the impedance of the connected 
device. If a patient or test load is not detected, the type 
of auxiliary component is determined from the transmis- 
sion and receipt of identification signals, or by user input. 
Various types of auxiliary components may be connect- 
ed to the defibrillator, including a test instrument, a mo- 
dem, a computer, a printer, or other data storage or data 
display device. Preferably, the defibrillator automatically 
determines whether a patient, test load, or auxiliary 
component is connected to the therapy/data port. 

in accordance with another aspect of the invention, 
the defibrillator may enter one of several modes of op- 
eration depending on whether a patient, a test bad, or 
an auxiliary component is connected to the defibrillator. 
When a patient is detected, the defibrillator enters a nor- 
mal mode of operation where the patient's ECG is ana- 
lyzed and appropriate therapy applied to the patient. 
When a test load is detected, the defibrillator enters a 
user test mode of operation to allow the operation of the 
defibrillator to be tested. If an auxiliary component is de- 
tected, the defibrillator enters a data communication 
mode of operation wherein data is transferred between 
the defibrillator and the auxiliary component. 

In accordance with yet another aspect of the inven- 
tion, protection circuitry coupled between the communi- 
cation interface and the common therapy/data port pro- 
tects the communication interface from induced voltag- 
es and currents when therapy is being applied to the 
patient. Limiting the voltage and current applied to the 
communication interface when therapy is provided to 
the patient prevents the communication interface from 
being damaged during operation. The protection circuit- 
ry also prevents the interface from being damaged from 
electrostatic discharge. 

It will be appreciated that several advantages arise 
from the inclusion of a common therapy/data port in a 
portable defibrillator. Perhaps most importantly, the 
common therapy/data port simplifies the use of the de- 
fibrillator. Regardless of whether a patient, a test load, 
or an auxiliary component is connected to the defibrilla- 
tor, the connection is made at the single port. By simpli- 
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tying the defibrillator operation, the device becomes us- 
able by first responders having little or no formal training. 
The common therapy/data port also reduces the overall 
cost of the defibrillator. The therapy/data port only re- 
5 quires a single seal to ensure water-tight integrity, and 
eliminates the shielding or circuitry required to protect 
the operator from potential shocks. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

10 

The foregoing aspects and many of the attendant 
advantages of this invention will become more readily 
appreciated as the same becomes better understood by 
reference to the following detailed description, when 
is taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a portable defi- 
brillator having a common therapy/data port formed 
20 in accordance with the present invention; 

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the portable de- 
fibrillator of the present invention coupled to an aux- 
iliary component; 

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of a connector that 
25 connects to the common therapy/data port; 

FIGURE 4 is a block diagram of the portable defi- 
brillator hardware, including a communication inter- 
face coupled to the common therapy/data port; 
FIGURE 5 is a schematic of the communication in- 
30 terface, including a protection circuit for protecting 
the communication interface during application of 
therapy to a patient; and 

FIGURE 6 is a flow chart of a preferred routine for 
determining whether a patient, an auxiliary compo- 
35 nent, or a test load is coupled to the portable defi- 
brillator. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

40 FIGURE 1 depicts a portable defibrillator 10 formed 
in accordance with the present invention and designed 
for use by a first respond er during a medical emergency. 
To facilitate use in the field, defibrillator 1 0 is formed with 
an impact resistant plastic case 11 having an integral 

*s handle 14 to allow the user to easily carry the defibrillator 
to a desired location. When used, the defibrillator is pref- 
erably positioned so that a control panel 1 6 on the defi- 
brillator is oriented upwards towards the user. Control 
panel 16 contains a simplified interface to minimize the 

50 amount of keyed entry required to operate the defibril- 
lator. Five buttons are present. on the control panel: an 
on/off button 18, an analyze button 20, a shock button 
22, and two arrow buttons 24 and 26. The function of 
each button will be described in additional detail below. 

55 The defibrillator provides instructions or other informa- 
tion to the user using several different displays. A liquid 
crystal display (LCD) 26 display instructions to the user 
to direct the user to perform different tasks, e.g. 'press 
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analyze.' A speaker 30 is integrally formed in the case 
of the defibrillator to allow the defibrillator to provide a 
corresponding verbal command to the user. Several 
LEDs 32 are also provided to indicate the status of the 
defibrillator, such as whether an energy storage capac- 
itor within the defibrillator is sufficiently charged to pro- 
vide a defibrillation pulse to a patient. 

Located adjacent the handle 14 of the defibrillator 
is a therapy/data port 12. The therapy/data port is used 
to connect the defibrillator to a patient, to an auxiliary 
component, or to a test load. Although many different 
connectors could be designed to mate with the therapy/ 
data port 12, preferably a QUIK-COMBO™ connector 
sold by Physio-Control Corporation of Redmond, Wash- 
ington is used to mate with the port. A QUIK-COMBO 
connector 38 is depicted in isolation with therapy/data 
port 12 in FIGURE 3. Connector 38 is constructed with 
a body 46 having three non-conductive fingers 48a, 48b, 
and 48c that extend parallel with the path that the con- 
nector must mate with therapy/data port 12. The con- 
nector may contain up to four conductive pins. Each of 
the outer fingers 48a and 48c may contain a single con- 
ductive pin, while the inner finger 48b is formed to accept 
two conductive pins. Each finger is formed of a non-con- 
ductive plastic to act as a shield and prevent shorting 
between conductive pins. The fingers mate with a cor- 
responding socket in therapy/data port 1 2. The body 46 
of the connector is also formed with a locking latch 50 
that extends generally parallel with the mating path. The 
locking latch contains a lip 52 that latches over a com- 
plementary tab in the therapy/data port to prevent the 
connector from being inadvertently pulled from the port. 
The locking latch also serves as a key to prevent the 
connector 38 from being incorrectly inserted into the 
therapy/data port. 

The body of therapy/data port 1 2 is formed of a non- 
conductive resilient material to mate with connector 38. 
The therapy/data port contains two therapy lines 64a 
and 64b and two data lines 82a and 82b that are con- 
nected to conductive receptacles in the therapy/data 
port. When mated with the connector 38, each of the 
conductive receptacles receives a corresponding con- 
ductive pin in the inner or outer fingers, assuming such 
a conductive pin is present. The therapy/data port 12 is 
also formed with two integral seals 54 and 56 that extend 
around the body of the port. Seals 54 and 56 form a slot 
58 surrounding the port into which a portion of the defi- 
brillator plastic case 1 1 may extend. The seals prevent 
water, dirt, or other contaminants from entering the de- 
fibrillator. 

The number of conductive pins in connector 38 var- 
ies depending upon whether the connector is used to 
connect a set of electrodes, a communication cable, or 
a test cable to the defibrillator. Returning to FIGURE 1 , 
when the connector (designated connector 38a) is used 
with a set of electrodes, the two outer fingers 48a and 
46c each contain a conductive pin. Each of the conduc- 
tive pins is connected to one of a set of electrodes 34 



by a lead 36. The inner finger 48b does not contain any 
conductive pins. Although various types of electrodes 
may be used with defibrillator 10, preferably the elec- 
trodes are QUIK-COMBO™ pacing/defibrillation/ECG 

s electrodes sold by Physio-Control Corporation. QUIK- 
COMBO electrodes are disposable electrodes that are 
applied to the patient by peeling away a backing on the 
electrodes to expose an adhesive pad. To connect the 
electrodes to the defibrillator, connector 38a is inserted 

io into the therapy/data port. 

When connected to a patient, the defibrillator oper- 
ates in a normal mode of operation. A first responder 
places the electrodes on the patient, inserts the QUIK- 
COMBO connector into the therapy/data port, and turns 

'5 the defibrillator on by depressing the on/off button 18. 
Upon detecting the patient, using a technique described 
below, the defibrillator enters the normal mode of oper- 
ation. Following the instructions provided by the defibril- 
lator, the first responder initially presses the analyze but- 

20 ton 20. After the analyze button has been pressed, the 
defibrillator analyzes the electrocardiogram (ECG) of 
the patient to determine if defibrillation therapy should 
be applied to the patient. If an arrhythmia is detected, 
the defibrillator notifies the first responder with both a 

25 visual and auditory warning. The defibrillator then auto- 
matically charges the energy storage capacitor to a pre- 
determined voltage. When an appropriate charge is 
reached, the first responder is instructed to press the 
shock button 22 in order to apply a defibrillation pulse 

30 to the patient through the set of electrodes 34. While 
other features of the defibrillator are available to the us- 
er, a full discussion of the defibrillator operation is not 
necessary for an understanding of the present inven- 
tion. 

35 During therapy, defibrillator 10 stores episode data 
surrounding the emergency. The episode data typically 
includes the continuous ECG of the patient, and a sum- 
mary of the ECG immediately before and after a defibril- 
lation pulse is applied to a patient. The latter data is pref- 

40 erably formatted according to the CODE SUMMARY™ 
standard adopted by Physio-Control Corporation in their 
line of portable defibrillators, monitors, and pacers. The 
episode data may also include other data, including a 
time index of when defibrillation pulses were applied to 

45 the patient, the energy of each pulse, patient impedance 
data, and other patient and system events necessary to 
reconstruct the defibrillation therapy. Moreover, the ep- 
isode data may even contain the scene audio, recorded 
using a microphone 40 that is incorporated in the body 

50 of the defibrillator. Those skilled in the art will recognize 
that the type of episode data that may be recorded is 
only limited by the external sensors provided in the de- 
fibrillator, and the amount of storage available within de- 
fibrillator 10. Compression techniques may be used to 

55 compress the ECG and other data in order to maximize 
the amount of episode data that may be stored. 

The episode data may later be downloaded from de- 
fibrillator 10 to an auxiliary component in order to ana- 
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lyze the results of the particular therapy applied to the 
patient, and to develop a database from which the effi- 
cacy of treatment over a large number of patients may 
be studied. To connect the defibrillator 10 to an auxiliary 
component 44, a communication cable 42 is connected 
between the defibrillator and the auxiliary component as 
shown in FIGURE 2. Although the auxiliary component 
is depicted as a personal computer in FIGURE 2, it will 
be appreciated that the auxiliary component may also 
be any of a number of devices that would albw the data 
to be stored or reviewed. For example, the auxiliary 
component may be a printer to print a hard copy of the 
episode data, a modem to transmit the episode data to 
a remote computer, or a hard disk drive or other storage 
medium to store the episode data. 

To connect the communication cable 42 to the de- 
fibrillator therapy/data port, the cable is provided with a 
QUIK-COMBO connector (designated connector 38b) 
that contains three conductive pins. The inner finger 48b 
contains two conductive pins and the outer finger 48a 
contains a single conductive pin. Finger 48c does not 
contain a conductive pin in the communication cable 
connector. The three conductive pins in the connector 
38b are coupled to wires within cable 42. The other end 
of cable 42 is wired with a connector (not shown) that is 
selected as required to mate with the auxiliary compo- 
nent. 

When connected to an auxiliary component, the de- 
fibrillator identifies the auxiliary component and oper- 
ates in a data communication mode of operation. In the 
data communication mode, data may be downloaded to 
the auxiliary component for printing, storage, or review. 
Data may also be uploaded to the defibrillator to govern 
the data transfer, perform tests of the defibrillator, or 
modify the software within the defibrillator. 

Most modem defibrillators are also equipped with a 
test mode so that the operation of the defibrillator may 
be easily tested by a user. To test the defibrillator, a test 
load of typically 50 ohms is connected to the defibrillator. 
The energy storage capacitor is then charged and dis- 
charged into the test load in order to verify the correct 
operation of the device. The test load may also be used 
to train the first responder in the use of the device with- 
out having to connect the defibrillator to a patient. To 
connect the defibrillator to a test load, a test cable is 
provided having a QUIK-COMBO connector 38 with four 
conductive pins. Conductive pins in each of the outer 
fingers 48a and 48c are connected to the 50 ohm test 
load. Two conductive pins in the inner finger 48b are 
shorted together. As discussed in additional detail be- 
low, upon detecting a test load connected to the defibril- 
lator, the defibrillator automatically enters a user test 
mode of operation. 

It will be appreciated that the use of a common ther- 
apy/data port greatly simplifies the operation of the de- 
fibrillator. When responding to an emergency, the first 
responder immediately recognizes where to connect the 
set of electrodes to the defibrillator. No confusion arises 
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due to the presence of multiple ports on the defibrillator. 
Further, since the connectors used to connect the set of 
electrodes, communication cable, or test cable are 
shaped substantially the same, the first responder may 

s be easily trained in the use of the defibrillator. 

In order for a common therapy/data port to be incor- 
porated in defibrillator 10, appropriate changes must be 
made to both the hardware and the software of the de- 
fibrillator. FIGURE 4 is a block diagram of the hardware 

10 within defibrillator 10. At the heart of the defibrillator is 
a microprocessor 60. While only a single microproces- 
sor is shown, it will be appreciated that preferably dual 
microprocessors are incorporated in the defibrillator to 
provide redundancy and enhance processing capability. 

is Microprocessor 60 is connected to the control panel 16 
by a bus 62. The microprocessor can therefore receive 
commands generated by a first responder using buttons 
18, 20, 22, 24, and 26 on the control panel. Voice data 
received on the microphone 40 can also be digitized and 

20 stored using techniques known in the art. To provide in- 
structions or visual cues to the user, the microprocessor 
can transfer via bus 62 appropriate data to activate the 
LCD display 28, LEDs 32, or provide voiced commands 
over speaker 30. 

25 in the normal mode of operation, the microproces- 
sor is responsible for analyzing the ECG of the patient 
to determine if a shockable rhythm is detected, and if 
so, to charge an energy storage capacitor for application 
of a defibrillation shock to the patient. The ECG is de- 

30 tected from the patient via the set of electrodes, and pro- 
vided to the defibrillator through the common therapy/ 
data port. Two therapy lines 64a and 64b are connected 
to the therapy/data port 1 2 to distribute the ECG signal 
within the defibrillator. Line 64b is a return line, while line 

35 64a is connected to a discharge switch 66 and a tran- 
sient protection circuit 68. 

To manipulate the analog ECG signal within the de- 
fibrillator, the signal must be converted into digital form. 
The transient protection circuit 68, a preamplifier 70, and 

40 an analog-to-digital converter 72 are coupled between 
line 64a and the microprocessor to digitize the ECG. The 
transient protection circuit ensures that the preamplifier 
will not be damaged when defibrillation pulses are ap- 
plied to the patient over therapy lines 64a and 64b. 

*s Preamplifier 70 amplifies the ECG signal and provides 
it to the analog-to-digital converter 72 where it is digi- 
tized. As the ECG signal is received, it is analyzed by 
the microprocessor and stored as a portion of the epi- 
sode data for later retrieval. Although various storage 

so media such as computer tapes could be used to store 
the episode data, in an actual embodiment of the inven- 
tion the ECG and other episode data is stored within a 
memory 74. Preferably, a portion of memory 74 is non- 
volatile memory so that the data will be retained even 

55 though the power to the defibrillator is later turned off 
during transport. 

If a shockable rhythm is detected during analysis of 
the ECG, the microprocessor charges an energy stor- 



9 



EP 0 801 959 A2 



10 



age capacitor CI in anticipation of applying a defibrilla- 
tion pulse to the patient. To charge the capacitor, appro- 
priate commands are provided to a high voltage charger 
circuit 76, located between the energy storage capacitor 
and a battery pack 78. The voltage across the capacitor 
is measured on a line 79 which is connected to the an- 
alog-to-digital converter 72. When the voltage reaches 
the desired level, the LED on the shock button 22 is lit 
to indicate to the first responder that the defibrillator is 
ready to apply a defibrillation shock to the patient. If the 
first responder depresses shock button, indicating that 
the shock should be applied, the microprocessor closes 
discharge switch 66. Closing discharge switch 66 con- 
nects the energy storage capacitor C1 to the patient 
over therapy lines 64a and 64b, applying a defibrillation 
pulse to hopefully halt the patient's arrhythmia. An in- 
ductor L1 is provided in the discharge path to shape the 
defibrillation pulse as the pulse is applied to the patient. 
If the defibrillation pulse fails to halt the patient's arrhyth- 
mia, the process of charging and discharg ing the energy 
storage capacitor is repeated. 

At the completion of administering therapy to the 
patient, memory 74 contains episode data that corre- 
sponds to the applied therapy. As discussed above, the 
episode data may contain ECG data, CODE SUMMARY 
data, voice data, and other information. To allow analy- 
sis of the episode data by subsequent caregivers, the 
data must be downloaded from the defibrillator 10. To 
download the data, the defibrillator is connected to an 
auxiliary component as depicted in FIGURE 2. When 
the connection is completed, the microprocessor may 
transmit the data to the auxiliary component via a com- 
munication interface 80. As shown in FIGURE 4, the 
communication interface is connected to the therapy/ 
data port 12 by a pair of data lines 82a and 82b. 

FIGURE 5 is a schematic of the communication in- 
terface 80 used to couple microprocessor 60 to the ther- 
apy/data port 12. Parallel data is provided from the mi- 
croprocessor over bus 62 to a universal asynchronous 
receiver/transmitter (U ART) 84. The U ART handles par- 
allel to serial conversion of the data for transmission pur- 
poses, and provides the serial data to an RS-232 driver 
86 over a transmit line TXD. The RS-232 driver steps 
up the voltage level of the data signal for transmission 
over cable 42 to the auxiliary component. The RS-232 
driver also steps down the voltage level of received sig- 
nals and provides the received data to the UART over 
a receive line RXD. 

The RS-232 driver 86 is connected to the therapy/ 
data port 12 through clamping circuits 87a and 87b and 
a choke 88. Clamping circuit 87a comprises a resistor 
R1 in series with the data line 82a, a Zener diode pair 
D1 and D2 coupled cathode to cathode between the da- 
ta line 82a and ground, and a capacitor C2 coupled be- 
tween the data line 82a and ground. The purpose of the 
clamping circuit is to limit the voltage that is applied to 
the RS-232 driver. Although the defibrillation pulse is 
carried on therapy lines 64a and 64b, rather than data 



lines 82a and 82b, the proximity of the therapy lines to 
the data lines where the lines pass through the therapy/ 
data port may cause a voltage pulse to be induced on 
the data lines. Clamping circuit 87a prevents the in- 
s duced voltage pulse on the transmit data line from dam- 
aging the RS-232 driver. The clamping circuit also pro- 
tect the RS-232 driver from electrostatic discharge 
(ESD). Clamping circuit 87b, has a similar construction 
to clamping circuit 87a, with a resistor R2, capacitor C3, 
10 and diodes D3 and D4 coupled to data line 82b. Clamp- 
ing circuit 87b prevents ESD and the induced voltage 
pulse on the receive data line from damaging the RS- 
232 driver. Both the transmit and the receive data lines 
also pass through a ferrite bead choke 88. The choke 
15 limits the amount of electromagnetic interference (EMI) 
generated as the signals are transmitted over cable 42 
connected to the therapy/data port. 

When in data communication mode, therapy line 
64b is used as a return to ground. The three wire inter- 
na face (TXD, RXD and return) between the defibrillator 
and the auxiliary component is sufficient to allow serial 
data transfer rates up to or exceeding 115 kbaud. Those 
skilled in the art will recognize that due to the lack of 
dedicated handshaking lines in the interface, handshak- 
es ing between the defibrillator and the auxiliary compo- 
nent must be performed in software. 

Returning to FIGURE 4, the defibrillator is also pro- 
vided with circuitry to measure the impedance across 
the therapy lines 64a and 64b. Several different tech- 
no niques are recognized for measuring the impedance of 
a patient and the electrodes attached to the patient. In 
an actual embodiment of the invention, an impedance 
driver 69 is provided to generate a high frequency AC 
signal. The high frequency AC signal is applied through 
35 the transient protection circuit 68 to therapy line 64a. 
Using a technique that is known in the art, the imped- 
ance across the therapy lines is determined from the 
amplitude of a corresponding received AC signal that is 
filtered from the patient's ECG. A timer 67 is also pro- 
40 vided in the defibrillator in order to provide an accurate 
timebase to the microprocessor 60. 

In order to determine whether to operate in the nor- 
mal mode, the data communication mode, or the user 
test mode, the defibrillator must be able to identify 
45 whether a patient, an auxiliary component, or a test toad 
is connected to the therapy/data port. A preferred soft- 
ware routine 100 for detecting the identity of the item 
connected to the therapy/data port is provided in FIG- 
URE 6. 

50 As depicted in FIGURE 6, immediately after the de- 
fibrillator is powered on a test is made at a decision block 
102 to determine if the right arrow button 26 was 
pressed as the defibrillator was turned on. If the right 
arrow button was pressed as the defibrillator was turned 

55 on, at a block 104 the routine assumes that a printer is 
connected to the therapy/data port and begins to trans- 
mit stored episode data in a format for printing. It will be 
appreciated that determining whether a printer is con- 
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nected to the defibrillator must be based on input from 
the user because some commonly available printers do 
not provide an output that could be used to identity the 
printer. Determining whether other devices or a patient 
are connected to the defibrillator is, however, performed 
automatically as discussed below. 

If the right arrow button was not depressed by a first 
responder during power up, at a block 106 a measure- 
ment is made of the impedance across the therapy lines 
64a and 64b. The impedance is measured by applica- 
tion of the high frequency AC signal from impedance 
driver 69. At a decision block 108, a test is made of the 
measured impedance. If the measured impedance falls 
within a range of 30-300 ohms, the routine continues to 
a decision block 110. If the measured impedance falls 
outside of the 30-300 ohm range, the routine continues 
to a block 118 The range of 30-300 ohms is preselected 
to encompass the expected range of patient impedanc- 
es. 

At decision block 110, a test is made to determine 
if the therapy line impedance is 50 ohms. If the therapy 
line impedance is not 50 ohms, the routine continues to 
a block 1 1 2. At block 1 1 2, the defibrillator enters the nor- 
mal mode of operation. That is, the detected impedance 
on the therapy lines indicates that a patient may be con- 
nected to the defibrillator. The defibrillator therefore at- 
tempts to detect an ECG of the patient on the therapy 
lines. If the ECG is detected, an analysis is performed 
and appropriate treatment initiated. 

If the therapy line impedance is 50 ohms at decision 
block 110, a test is made to determine if the user of the 
defibrillator is attempting to enter the user test mode. To 
indicate that the defibrillator is to enter the user test 
mode, the test cable connector is constructed with the 
data leads 82a and 82b shorted together. At decision 
block 114, a test is therefore made to determine if the 
data lines are shorted together by transmitting a signal 
on the TXD line and attempting to receive the signal on 
the RXD line. If the data lines are shorted, at a block 116 
the defibrillator enters the user test mode. If the data 
lines are not shorted, at a block 112 the defibrillator en- 
ters the normal mode since the detected impedance 
falls within a range indicating that a patient may be con- 
nected to the defibrillator, it will be appreciated that other 
techniques could also be used to indicate that the defi- 
brillator is to enter a user test mode, including depress- 
ing an appropriate sequence of buttons on the defibril- 
lator control panel. 

Returning to decision block 1 08, if the detected ther- 
apy line impedance falls outside the range of 30-300 
ohms, the routine proceeds to block 118. At block 118, 
a query is transmitted by the defibrillator over data lines 
82a and 82b. The query may take a variety of forms, but 
is designed to elicit a handshaking response from an 
auxiliary component connected to the defibrillator 
through the therapy/data port. At a decision block 120, 
a test is made to determine if an answer to the query is 
received. If an answer is received, at a decision block 



122 a test is made to determine if the answer contains 
a special password. If a password is contained in the 
answer, at a block 128 the defibrillator enters a produc- 
tion test mode of operation. The production test mode 

5 is used by the manufacturer after assembly of the defi- 
brillator or during later servicing. In the production test 
mode, data may be transmitted between test equipment 
and the defibrillator in order to run the defibrillator 
through a suite of tests. During the tests, it is possible 

10 to have the defibrillator alternate between the normal 
mode of operation and the data communication mode 
of operation in order to fully test the defibrillator. 

If a password in not contained in the answer at de- 
cision block 122, the routine continues to a block 124. 

'5 At block 1 24 the type of auxiliary component connected 
to the defibrillator is determined based on identification 
signals contained in the answer. As discussed above, 
the auxiliary component may be a computer or a modem 
to allow transmission of the episode data to a remote 

20 computer. After identifying the attached auxiliary com- 
ponent, the defibrillator enters the data communication 
mode at block 126. In the data communication mode, 
episode data, test data, or other data is transmitted to 
and received from the auxiliary component. 

2S Returning to decision block 1 20, if an answer is not 
received within an appropriate span of time, the routine 
continues to a decision block 1 30. At decision block 1 30 
the amount of time that the defibrillator has been waiting 
to detect either a patient, an auxiliary component, or a 

30 test load is examined. If a connection to the defibrillator 
has not been detected within a preselected timeout pe- 
riod, the defibrillator halts attempting to detect a connec- 
tion and automatically powers down. Automatically pow- 
ering down conserves battery power in the event that 

35 the defibrillator was inadvertently turned on. If the time- 
out period has not expired, the routine returns to block 
106 where another measurement of the therapy line im- 
pedance is performed. In this manner, the routine will 
automatically cycle through attempting to detect a con- 

40 nection to a patient, an auxiliary component, or a test 
load for the duration of the timeout period. 

It will be appreciated that the use of a single port for 
both data communication and application of therapy to 
a patient offers several manufacturing advantages over 

4S a defibrillator with dedicated ports for each function. A 
single port reduces the cost of the defibrillator by making 
it easier to waterproof the defibrillator body. The single 
port also minimizes the number of connections between 
the internal circuitry and the external case of the defi- 

50 brillator, making it easier to prevent shocks from occur- 
ring from external connectors. 

While the preferred embodiment of the invention 
has been illustrated and described, it will be appreciated 
that various changes can be made therein without de- 

5S parting from the spirit and the scope of the invention. 
For example, while it is contemplated that a commonly 
shaped connector 38 is used to connect the set of elec- 
trodes, the communication cable, and the test cable to 
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the therapy/data port, it will be appreciated that differ- 
ently shaped connectors may be used to connect each 
item with the defibrillator. A commonly shaped connec- 
tor, however, simplifies use by a first responder. 

It will also be appreciated that while only two data 
lines and the return are used during the data communi- 
cation mode, the number of data lines could be expand- 
ed to increase the data communication rate and to pro- 
vide dedicated handshaking lines. An expansion of the 
number of data lines would require a redesign of com- 
munication interface 80 to provide the appropriate inter- 
face between the microprocessor and the auxiliary com- 
ponent. Connector 38 would also have to be expanded 
to include an additional number of conducting pins. The 
number of data lines may also be reduced to a single 
data line and a return line. Reducing the number of data 
lines would, however, decrease the data communication 
rate. 

Those skilled in the art will further recognize that 
while the common therapy/data port was disclosed in 
the context of a portable defibrillator 10, the common 
therapy/data port could also be incorporated in other 
portable or non-portable medical instruments. For ex- 
ample, the common therapy/data port could be incorpo- 
rated in a portable pacing unit that is designed to ana- 
lyze a patient's ECG and to apply pacing therapy. The 
design of the common therapy/data port has broad ap- 
plicability to any portable or non-portable medical device 
that would benefit from a reduction in external ports on 
the device. Consequently, within the scope of the ap- 
pended claims, it will be appreciated that the invention 
can be practiced otherwise than as specifically de- 
scribed herein. 

The embodiments of the invention in which an ex- 
clusive property or privilege is claimed are defined as 
follows: 



(d) a port connected to the communication 
means and to the therapy generator and allow- 
ing application of the therapy signal to the pa- 
tient or transmission of the stored data to the 
5 auxiliary component. 

2. The instrument of Claim 1, further comprising 
means to determine whether the patient is connect- 
ed to the port, the defibrillator entering a normal 

io mode of operation if the patient is connected to the 
port. 

3. The instrument of Claim 2, wherein the therapy gen- 
erator is coupled to the port through a pair of therapy 

is lines. 

4. The instrument of Claim 3, wherein the means to 
determine whether the patient is connected to the 
port comprises an impedance detector for measur- 

20 ing an impedance across the pair of therapy lines, 
the detected impedance falling within a range of im- 
pedances when a patient is connected to the port. 

5. The instrument of Claim 3, wherein the therapy sig- 
25 nal applied over the pair of therapy lines is a defi- 
brillation shock. 

6. The instrument of Claim 1, further comprising 
means to detect when the auxiliary component is 

30 coupled to the port, the instrument entering a data 
communication mode if the auxiliary component is 
coupled to the port. 

7. The instrument of Claim 1 , wherein the communi- 
35 cation means is coupled to the port by at least one 

data line and a return line. 



8. 

Claims 

40 

1 . An electronic physiological instrument for analyzing 

a patient's electrocardiogram and applying a select- 9. 
ed therapy based on the analyzed electrocardio- 
gram, the instrument comprising: 

45 

(a) analysis means for detecting an electrocar- 1 0. 
• diogram of a patient, performing an analysis of 

the electrocardiogram to determine a type of 
therapy to apply to the patient, and storing data 
corresponding to the electrocardiogram; so 1 1 . 

(b) a therapy generator coupled to the analysis 
means for generation of a therapy signal that 
may be applied to the patient, the therapy signal 
being based on the analysis of the electrocar- 
diogram and the determined type of therapy; ss 12. 

(c) communication means coupled to the anal- 
ysis means for transmitting the stored data to 
an auxiliary component; and 



The instrument of Claim 7, wherein the stored data 
is transmitted serially over the at least one data line 
and the return line. 

The instrument of Claim 1, wherein the communi- 
cation means may receive data from the auxiliary 
component through the port. 

The instrument of Claim 9, wherein the received da- 
ta may be used to vary the operation of the analysis 
means. 

The instrument of Claim 1, further comprising 
means to detect when a test instrument is coupled 
to the port, the instrument entering a test mode if 
the test instrument is connected to the port. 

The instrument of Claim 1 , further comprising a pro- 
tection circuit coupled between the communication 
means and the port to protect the communication 
means when therapy is applied to the patient. 
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1 3. The instrument of Claim 1 , wherein the external de- 
vice for receiving the stored data is selected from 
the group consisting of a printer, a modem, a com- 
puter, or a data storage device. 

5 

14. In an electronic physiological instrument having a 
communication circuit, a therapy circuit, and a port, 
a method of selecting between a normal mode of 
operation wherein therapy signals are applied over 

a plurality of therapy leads coupled between the w 
therapy circuit and the port, and a data communi- 
cation mode of operation wherein data are transmit- 
ted over at least one data lead coupled between the 
communication circuit and the port, the method 
comprising: is 



(a) applying a first signal to one of the plurality 
of therapy leads; 

(b) detecting a first responsive signal on one of 

the plurality of therapy leads and entering the 20 
normal mode of operation if the first responsive 
signal indicates that a patient is connected to 
the electronic physiological instrument; 

(c) applying a second signal to at least one data 
lead if a patient is not connected to the elec- 25 
tronic physiological instrument; and 

(d) detecting a second responsive signal on at 
least one data lead and entering the communi- 
cation mode of operation if the second respon- 
sive signal indicates the presence of an auxil- 30 
iary component. 

15. The method of Claim 14, wherein the first respon- 
sive signal is proportional to an impedance across 
two of the plurality of therapy leads. 35 

16. The method of Claim 15, wherein the normal mode 
of operation is entered if the impedance falls within 
a range indicating a patient is connected to the elec- 
tronic physiological instrument. 40 

17. The method of Claim 16, wherein the range is ap- 
proximately 30 to 300 ohms. 

18. The method of Claim 14, wherein the second re- 45 
sponsive signal contains identification information 
about the auxiliary component 

19. The method of Claim 18, further comprising the step 

of analyzing the second responsive signal to deter- so 
mine the type of auxiliary component connected to 
the electronic physiological instrument. 

20. The method of Claim 19, wherein the electronic 
physiological instrument enters a test mode of op- 55 
eration if the detected auxiliary component is a test 
instrument. 
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